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by reference to the fact that the Syriac, Ethiopic, and Coptic literatures 
are purely Christian, and church historians have recognized their funda- 
mental importance. Those who have mastered these languages have 
done so for the very purpose of exploiting the Christian literatures 
written in them ; whereas Arabic has been studied chiefly by those 
whose ulterior object was the study of the Koran and Mohammedanism. 
The principal European depositories of Arabic-Christian manu- 
scripts are the Vatican Library and the National Library of Paris ; but 
the British Museum, the Royal Library of Berlin, and other libraries 
contain many important documents. This literature had its rise 
chiefly in Egypt, where Christianity maintained considerable vigor 
long after the Saracen conquest, which soon made the Arabic the prin- 
cipal language of literature even for the Christians. The present work, 
as the title implies, does not attempt to cover the entire field of Arabic- 
Christian literature, but restricts its purview to the sphere of church 
law. The first work whose contents are indicated is the theological 
encyclopaedia of Sams al Ri'asah Abu '1 Barakat Ibn Kibr, who died 
ca. 1079 A. D. It contains discussions on all the leading Greek theo- 
logical expressions that had been involved in the early christological 
controversies, and refutations of a large number of heresies, including 
many of the well-known systems of the earlier time. The Thirty 
Traditions of the Apostles, the Seventy-one Canons of the Apostles, 
the Fifty-six Canons of the Apostles, the Didaskalia (Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles), the Canons of the Synods of Ancyra, Neocsesarea, 
Antioch, Carthage, Nicaea, etc., the Canons of Hippolytus, Basil, 
Chrysostom, Cyrill, Athanasius, a large body of Clementina, and many 
canons bearing unfamiliar Arabic names, will suggest the richness of 
this literature. In cases where documents are well known in other ver- 
sions or in originals the author has carefully collated the Arabic text 
with the other forms and has put us in possession of the distinctive fea- 
tures of the former. In a number of cases he has given us what seem 
to be trustworthy translations of important writings otherwise unknown. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
McMaster University. 

Julian von Speyer. Forschungen zur Franziskus- und Antonius- 
kritik, zur Geschichte der Reimoffizien und des Chorals. 
Von J. E. Weis. Munchen: Lentner, 1900. Pp. viii+154. 
M. 3.60. 

Julian von Speyer (born about 1200, died 1285) has never 
had the honor that is his due. He was born in Speier, but early went 
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to Paris, where, because of his ability as a musician, he was made choir- 
master in the royal chapel of Louis VIII. About the year 1227, or a 
little earlier, he joined the order of St. Francis. He spent the most 
of his life in Paris in the Franciscan House, the foundation of which 
was given to the order by St. Louis, in 1230. Although it has been 
known that he wrote a "Life of St. Francis," no one had ever been 
able to discover it. Weis has identified this " Life" by Julian with the 
anonymous " Life " published by the Bollandists in the Acta Sanctorum, 
Vol. II, for October, pp. 548 f. To the same pen he traces the " Office 
of St. Francis" in rhyme, which is printed in the Franciscan breviaries 
and still sung by the order on St. Francis' day. For this and other 
" Offices " Julian also composed beautiful music, much of which is still 
preserved and will soon be published. For St. Anthony of Padua 
Julian performed the same service, writing his life, and an "Office" in 
rhyme, for which he composed the music. Julian's great importance 
is apparent only when we read his poetry and see his mastery of rhyme, 
meter, and rhythm. He had a fine poetical and musical sense, which 
enabled him to write " Offices " which were not only of greater beauty, 
but also of freer poetical construction. His meter is quite varied, and 
his lines are musical. His poetical "Offices" are far superior to any- 
thing that had gone before. In music he marks the change from 
monody to harmony, inasmuch as he seems to have been one of the 
first to compose " Offices " for two and even three voices. Both his 
poems and his music had great influence on the development of poetry 

and music. 

O. J. Thatcher. 
The University of Chicago. 

Luther and the German Reformation. By Thomas M. Lind- 
say, D.D., Professor of Church History, Free Church 
College, Glasgow. New York : Scribner, 1900. Pp. xi + 
300. $1.25. 
During the last twenty years a multitude of biographies of Luther 
have been published, most of them poor, but a few of them excellent. 
I am inclined to place this small volume in the latter class, notwith- 
standing some minor defects. Dr. Lindsay was already well known as 
the author of a condensed history of the Reformation throughout 
Europe, in which he showed unusual ability to seize and mark the sali- 
ent features of the epoch. The present book, a somewhat more ambi- 
tious piece of work, is characterized by the same good judgment. Dr. 



